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Let’s fly back in time to 1490 when Christopher visited the Spanish Court to raise funding for his planned voyage to India. We will reenact the negotiation that took place between him and the court of Queen Isabella of Spain. 








columbus


negotitation CARD


�





Goal: To obtain three ships with crew and equipment to travel to Asia by sailing west; be remembered as a daring explorer by virtue of this voyage





Agenda: 


Briefly summarize your expedition and what you are seeking from the Court (e.g. how many ships, sailors, weapons, equipment)


Emphasize the low costs of the voyage relative to the tremendous benefits expected.


Try to anticipate and respond to the possible reservations of the Court (Think of three issues to be raised by the Court).


1. …………………………………….


2. …………………………………….


3. …………………………………….


Assure the Court that you are a loyal servant of Spain, despite being a native of Italy

















Historical Background





Europe had long enjoyed a safe land passage to China and India— sources of valued goods such as silk, spices, and opiates— under the hegemony of the Mongol Empire. With the Fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 1453, the land route to Asia became more difficult. In response to this the Columbus brothers had, by the 1480s, developed a plan to travel to the Indies by sailing directly west across the "Ocean Sea," i.e., the Atlantic. Severely underestimating the circumference of the Earth, he estimated that a westward route from Iberia to the Indies would be short enough to be feasible. If true, this would allow Spain entry into the lucrative spice trade. Columbus’ initial 1492 voyage came at a critical time of growing national imperialism and economic competition between developing nation states seeking wealth from trade routes and colonies. In this climate, Columbus's ambitious scheme won the support of Queen Isabella of Spain, who awarded him the ships Santa Maria, La Nina, & La Pinta for his expedition.
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Royal COURT 


negotitation CARD


�





Goal: 


To increase the dominance of the Spanish court around the globe; obtain valuable goods, e.g. spices, silk, opiates, tea, gold, etc.





Agenda: 


Find out the costs of the voyage


Find out the likely benefits of the voyage to the Court.


Confront Columbus concerning the risks (Think of three risks in advance).


1. …………………………………….


2. …………………………………….


3. …………………………………….


Make sure that Columbus is your loyal servant, even though he is from Italy

















