
A. What is a paragraph? 

A paragraph is a group of sentences about one main idea. 

B. Paragraph Format. 

A paragraph is like a juicy hamburger!  

C. Paragraph Writing Tips. 

 Write your topic sentence.  

 Brainstorm supporting ideas.  

 Put your supporting ideas in a logical order. 

 Think of transitions and linking words. 

 Think of a concluding sentence. 

 Don’t forget to indent your paragraph. 

 Use variety of vocabulary and pay attention to mechanics (punctuation, capitalization, spelling, …) 

D. Practice. 

1. Read the paragraph below. Then answer the questions by giving the sentences’ numbers. 

1 Phone calls for the wrong number seem to come at very bad times. 2 For 

example, a few weeks ago I was enjoying my snack and a movie when suddenly the 

phone rang. 3 As I was running to the phone, I tripped over the dog and found myself 

on the floor. 4 When I got to the phone and picked it up, a strange voice asked for 

Julie. 5 I hung up furiously and rushed back to my place. 6 Honestly, I had enough, 

so from now on I will let my answering machine pick up phone calls. 

1. Which sentence states the main idea of the paragraph? ----------------- 

2. Which sentence gives the first supporting idea? ----------------- 

3. Which sentences give additional supporting ideas? ----------------- 

4. Which sentence states the conclusion? ----------------- 

2. The following sentences give instructions for a science experiment showing kinetic energy. Kinetic energy is 

energy of motion. The sentences are not in correct order. Number them to show the correct order. 

a. Measure the temperature of the sand.  

b. Then fill the cup one third full of sand. 

c. Measure the temperature of the sand again. 

d. Shake the sand inside the cup for one minutes.  

e. The following experiment demonstrates kinetic energy. 

f. At the end, you’ll discover the sand is warmer. 

g. Start with a large paper cup with a lid, some sand and a thermometer. 

E. Follow-up  

Write a paragraph describing life in the city / countryside. 

Topic sentence 

Supporting detail 1 : 

(examples, facts, …) 

Transitions 

Supporting detail 2 

Colorful vocabulary 

Concluding sentence 
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