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Scenario
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A passenger jet flying to the UK crashlands in the South Pacific Ocean. The electronic systems of the aircraft, including the radio, were totalled, therefore no may-day message can be sent. 
There are nine survivors out of the sixteen passengers on the jet. The crash site is located approximately one and a half days of rowing from the nearest land. They can use the life salvaged from the aircraft, but it can accomodate no more than four persons.

Your group must make a decision about who those four persons will be. You have approximately 30 minutes to decide before the aircraft sinks. 
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Here are the brief bios of the nine survivors.
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Jacob McGregor (74). A song writer and peace activist, Jacob McGregor was born in New York City. He spent a considerable amount of time in the South during the civil rights marches of the 1960s. He became one of the close associates of Rev. Martin Luther King. From the 1980’s he increasingly focused his attention on environmental issues. He suffered a great many personal losses in his life. He lost his African-American wife in a racist killing, and his only child passed away in a plane accident. He is known to have a drinking problem, which he does not deny. McGregor started writing critically-acclaimed poems after retiring from activism. He was flying to the UK to receive Britain's pre-eminent prize for poetry, the TS Eliot Prize.  
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Dan Elligott (50). Dan Elligott is your pilot and if it weren’t for his expertise, the jet wouldn’t have landed smoothly enough to be able to stay afloat on the water. He served in the US Army for many years, and is a decorated Iraq veteran. It is rumored that he beats his wife, but this has never been officially confirmed, nor has his wife filed a charge against him. He is an avid reader of polical history and organizes caususes in his home town at the time of presidential elections. He loves gardening and breeding award-winning roses in his greenhouse. Having bought a house in Lyon, France for their retirement, it is his last year as a pilot. He plans to move there with his wife. He has twin sons, both of whom study abroad in an MBA program in Paris.
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Angelina Ford (42). Professor Ford has been Professor of genetics at Stanford University for the past 8 years. Her company, TransGen, has filed numerous genetic patents concerning the treatment of leukemia. She is widely regarded as the next likely candidate to win the Nobel Prize for her groundbreaking research. She had a troubled childhood, and is a frequent speaker at children’s charity events. As fate would have it, she has just recently been diagnosed with a type of leukemia that has a five-year survival rate of 40%. She is confident that she will develop the cure for her disease provided that she gets to live five more years. She divorced one year ago, and lives with her five children in Palo Alto, California.  


Alexander Shaw (38). Alexander Shaw, a native of Switzerland, was returning from a medical conference in San Francisco, where he gave a lecture on reconstructive plastic surgery. He earned her fortune from working at an exclusive private clinic and having authored numerous books on his subject. At 38 he is a well-known socialite at high society events. He is reputed to have been changing his girlfriends more often than others change their socks. His hobbies include visiting ancient churches in the world and collecting posters of pin-up girls. He has recently had a spiritual experience, and converted to Judaism. Now he wishes to make a new start in his life with a woman he fell in love with.




Catherine Miles (69). Catherine Miles’ name dominated British ballet for more than 30 years. One of the truly great dancers of our time, she is admired by tens of thousands of people around the world. She was born in Russia and emigrated to the UK with her parents when she was 8. She started ballet late, but turned out to be a prodigy who gained the respect of audiences early at her career. She has no children of her own, but recently she has been devoting much of her time to training young talents in her ballet academy. She was in a rush to fly home from her vacation to start the new semester. She vehemently opposes anti-abortionism, and has been detained for attending several unathorized pro-abortion protests. As of now, she lives with her beloved cats, Sam and Smiley, who she named in her will as sole inheritors of her fortune.


Susan Harris (18). Susan has just graduated from high school in Australia. She loves listening to Janis Joplin and the Doors. She wants to be a midwife, and she’s a supporter of home birth. As Pisces, she is a tactful, compassionate, and reliable individual who when focused can move mountains. She may sometimes show obsessive-compulsive traits regarding certain things, but she is comforted by her zodiac description, which says she behaves this way because she feels she is accomplishing something good. She knows that she internalizes the things that bother her until they become almost unbearable. Her self-medication with various substances may be an escape for her from her emotional problems. 

Adam Kennedy (29). Adam Kennedy is a climate researcher specializing in global warming. He is a promising young talent, whose penchant for science is coupled with a practical interest in becoming a politician in the hope of shaping the environmental policies of his native United States. Currently studying law at Harvard, and belonging to the famous Kennedy Clan, he is considered by many to be on the perfect track to achieve his goals. Adam is an individual of great personal intergrity and a calling to do good for the people of this planet. His hobbies include rock climbing and taking long walks in Central Park. He is openly gay and a regular participant in gay pride marches. He appreciates fine art and loves visiting galleries with his boyfriend.

 
Terez Kovats (38). Terez is a protestant pastor. Since leaving her native Hungary five years ago, she has been a missionary in the Cook Islands and Haiti and other small Micronesian islands. She is a recent divorcee with two children, Janos, who is also among the survivors, and Pal (23), who lives in Hungary with his father. She is a caring mother and wants Janos to find his own path in life. She is saddened and deeply troubled by the fact that his other son, Pal has recently converted to Buddhism and that he may not attain salvation. Teréz works for charitable organizations to help alleviate hunger and poverty in the world. She was flying to Sudan, their next place of residence.


Janos Kovats (9). Janos lives with his mother Terez. He has lived in various countries in the South Pacific region in the past five years. He is a very sensitive and reclusive boy, who has a hard time accomodating himself to his ever-changing situation. Janos loves animals and when he grows up he wants to build a zoo that would provide shelter for species on the brink of extinction. He hopes that his zoo would be able to save them from being eradicated from the face of the planet. Janos, or Jancsi as her mother calls him, is longing to make friends, and is hoping that he will be able to find some in their new home in Sudan. He is learning English to be able to communicate more easily with local children. He misses his brother, Pal, who he talks to via instant messenger every week. He hopes that they have internet access in Sudan so that they can keep up talking.
Facilitator's Notes 


Aim:
This exercise may enable student groups to discover how they work together; their strengths and how they need to improve.
Time required:

Thirty minutes as an icebreaker, one to one and a half hours with debriefing, depending on the number of groups.
Resources:
A room where small groups can form; flip chart or overhead projector plus pens.
Procedure:

1 Give the students the handout of the scenario and the brief bio of the nine survivors and make clear the 30 minute time limit imposed.

2 Explain that each group will have five minutes in which to report back and justify their decision. Reporting back is not essential but gives the students the opportunity to explain their decisions. If there is a large number of groups, an alternative would be to record their choices on paper for display.

3 Carry out a debriefing of how the group had functioned. The questions you ask will depend upon the learning you want the students to achieve from the exercise but should encourage reflection on their experience. 

Examples - How did they reach their decision?

What roles did group members adopt?

Did they listen to each other?

What have they learned about the functions of a group?

What would they do next time?

